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OSHA FIRE UPDATE
8:00 a.m. June 3, 2011
Start:  June 1, 2011 at 12:30 p.m. 

Total Size: 658 acres, change due to better mapping
Location:   NM Highway 518, mile marker 55, Camino Real Ranger District, Carson National Forest

Percent Contained: 5%
Expected Containment Date:  6/15/2011
Structures Threatened:  Numerous residences between Sipapu and the Rock Wall (Junction of NM Hwy 518 and NM Hwy 75)
Number threatened residential structures: 35

Number of threatened commercial structures: 3
Evacuations:   No evacuations have been ordered.
Cause: Suspected downed power line from a fallen tree.

Smoke visibility:  Penasco, Vadito and surrounding communities.
Resources threatened:  Timber and structures.  Currently, no structures have been lost.

Total Resources:  
3 Type 1 Heavy Helicopters


4 Type 2 hand crews

2 Type 3 Helicopters



3 Type 1 hand crews 

31 Engines




4 dozers
Approx. 450 total personnel

Objectives:  Assure safety of the public, fire personnel and property.

Incident Commander: Duane Archuleta 
Incident Command Center: At the incident. 
Weather for Friday: Relative humidities down from yesterday at 11-16 %, temperatures 66-71 degrees, winds 15-20 mph and gusts to 35 mph.
Today’s Fire Behavior:  Heavy fuels are impacted by long term drought conditions.  This is causing high fire activity with torching and runs likely under high wind conditions on steep slopes.
Vegetation: Mixed conifer and aspen
Closures: NM Highway 518 between the Rock Wall (mile marker 55) and the Mora County Line.  All forest roads along NM Highway 518 from FR 437 (Rio Chiquito) to FR 76 (La Junta Canyon) will be closed pending a forest closure order expected later today.  This will include both entrances to FR 437 and FR 76 from Highway 518 access and the Angel Fire access.
Additional Information: The northeast edge of the fire will continue to expand as southwest winds increase throughout the day.  Yesterday, crews were successful in anchoring fire line on the south end of the fire.  Some dozer line was established on the northwest edge and work will continue.  Today, air resources will build on the substantial gains made yesterday.  

No structures have been lost and the strike team of structure protection resources are continuing to work along the NM Hwy 518 corridor. Power has been restored as of 7:00 p.m. yesterday to the communities east of the rock wall.

The Northern New Mexico Type 3 team will continue management of the fire through 6:00 p.m. tonight at which time the Clay Templin Arizona Central West Type 2 Incident Management Team will assume command of the fire. The Reinarz Southwest Incident Management Team has been reassigned to the 40,000 acre Wallow Fire in Arizona.
The surrounding communities will continue to be impacted by smoke for the rest of today and throughout the night.  Any individuals with health concerns, especially those with respiratory or cardiovascular disease should limit their exposure.  Any prolonged physical exertion should be avoided.  If individuals develop symptoms that do not respond to their usual medications, they are advised to see their health care providers immediately.

For more information contact Osha Fire Incident Information at 575-758-6345 or 575-758-6242, 575-741-1516. A new fire information number will be available in this evening’s update.
